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A Catholic priest, a Protestant minister, and a Jewish rabbi were discussing when 

life begins.  

"Life begins," said the priest, "at the moment of fertilization. That is when God 

instills the spark of life into the fetus."  

"We believe," said the minister, "that life begins at birth, because that is when the 

baby becomes an individual and is capable of making its own decisions and must 

learn about sin."  

"You're both wrong," said the rabbi. "Life begins when the children have 

graduated from college and moved out of the house."  

 

When I was in Grade 7 a classmate told me, “Amanda, never discuss sex, 

politics, or religion.” However, my journey of faith has taught me that Jesus 

proclaimed a Gospel of Life that pertains to each of these areas. Indeed, many 

people would rather not discuss these points than sink into social quicksand. 

Respect for life is full of controversy that challenges us as Catholic Christians to 

follow our model, who is Christ. This is why, as a young person, I am inspired to 

ask the questions: How would Jesus be pro-life in today’s society? How would he 

address life issues pertaining to the topical aspects of sex, politics, and religion? 

And finally, how can we all live by his example in our effort to witness to the 

Gospel? 

 

As I ride the bus or train to school, it is common for me to glance up at the 

advertising posted. Recently, a large ad caught my eye. The Lifestyles condom ad 

simply had an attractive woman with a seductive pose and the words: “In the name 

of love, protect your sex.” The message being, love your partner enough to protect 

them against a sexually transmitted disease or an unwanted baby. How ironic that 
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the very expression of love that is a child, is what the media is encouraging 

protection against.  

 

The word of God and the Catechism of the Catholic Church speak to 

openness to fertility as part of God’s divine plan for conjugal union. From God’s 

directive in Scripture to “be fruitful and multiply” to the Catechism’s which states: 

“By its very nature the institution of marriage and married love is ordered to the 

procreation and education of the offspring and it is in them that it finds its 

crowning glory."  

 

We have our faith-filled convictions based on Sacred Scripture and Sacred 

Tradition. Let us not forget that we are called to be disciples of Christ rather than 

assistant judges to God. When the woman who had committed adultery was found 

Jesus’ response to those about to condemn her was, “"If any one of you is without 

sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." Indeed, Jesus desires faithfulness 

and despises sin. We too are called to, in all cases, love the sinner and hate the sin.  

 

When it comes to promoting respect for life in society, it is natural to use 

the political process as a means of creating peaceful change. In Canada, we are 

blessed to live within a democratic system, which allows such things as freedom 

of speech and freedom to dissent. On my first visit to Parliament in Ottawa, I saw 

some demonstrators silently protesting abortion on Parliament hill. The 

demonstrators stood behind a huge sign that had a mangled aborted fetus as the 

subject of their protest. Without a thought, I averted my eyes and walked away as 

sadness filled my heart and tears began to fill my eyes. I then thought, if this is 

what happened to me, a young person who is pro-life and who has not been 

directly influenced by abortion, I can hardly fathom how dramatically worse 

seeing such a graphic representation would be on a young woman who has had an 

abortion, for example.  
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Back to our nation’s capital, I will now address abortion doctors. Many are 

aware that abortion doctor Henry Morgentaler received the Order of Canada in 

recognition for his work. Other abortion doctors echo his reasons and the fears of 

being an abortion doctor in Canada. One of these doctors is Dr. Garson Romalis 

who spoke to University Law students on why he is an abortion doctor. He said, 

“Providing abortion services can be quite stressful. Usually, an unplanned, 

unwanted pregnancy is the worst trouble the patient has ever been in in her entire 

life...I can take a woman, in the biggest trouble she has ever experienced in her 

life, and by performing a five-minute operation, in comfort and dignity, I can give 

her back her life.”  

 

Abortion doctors honestly believe that they are doing a service to humanity 

and are often the subject of hostile reactions to their work. The same doctor goes 

on to explain that he has been the subject of anti-abortion picketing, has had nails 

thrown into his driveway, and has even been the victim of two murder attempts. 

This is simply outrageous and shameful. We must always reflect on what is our 

goal? Violence, hatred, and abuse disrespect life.  

 

We have the power to influence change peacefully. We can do this by 

exercising our right to vote and by voicing our expectation that life be respected in 

all stages of the human journey. As a pro-life citizen, would Jesus pray outside an 

abortion clinic? Would Jesus being standing in a LifeChain outside holding a sign? 

Would Jesus be running for office in hopes of changing the government? Or 

would Jesus be comforting a woman who had an abortion and was ridden with 

guilt? Perhaps Jesus would do all of the above. Most importantly is that behind the 

actions that speak louder than words, there must be the attitude of conviction with 

compassion!  
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We believe that all life is sacred womb to tomb- and at every stage in 

between. In the image and likeness of the God, humans have been created.  

Human life is worthy of respect and dignity because of this. This is our faith and 

Jesus is our model. Respect for life is certainly more than just a religious issue. It 

is a moral issue, a political issue, and an overall human issue. The United Nations’ 

Declaration of Human Freedoms states: “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and 

security of person.” Of course, this is a right that sparks much debate.  

 

When it comes to the issue of abortion, sometimes those who are pro-

choice neglect to have compassion on the unborn baby. While, sometimes those 

who are pro-life neglect to have compassion on the mother. It appears that both 

groups have just one side of the equation when this is the case. I truly believe that 

there is a way to be pro-mother and pro-father and pro-child. We can call this pro-

family! The woman’s heart does not stop beating when her child’s does. There is 

still a life after abortion. The life of the mother becomes of no lesser value than an 

unborn child’s due to her choice. Being pro-life as Christ would does not mean 

condoning what is sinful, but has everything to do with loving those who at times 

seem unlovable, and forgiving the sins, that sometimes seem unforgivable.   

 

Life issues can be challenging to discuss. Dialoguing about the assumingly 

taboo subjects of sex, politics, and religion is difficult and we sometimes have 

fears about being too confrontational or too resolute in our position. I have heard 

many people say, “Because I am Roman Catholic, I am pro-life.” This is true, but 

respect for life is more than a position or an argument that one should have to 

share in the gift of our faith. Respect for life is an attitude and an approach. When 

someone tells you that they have been affected by abortion, telling them that you 

disagree with that decision will be futile. However, asking how they are doing and 

demonstrating compassion will be far more fruitful. I challenge you reflect on how 
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Jesus would demonstrate his pro-life convictions in our world today and to boldly 

live out your conviction with loving compassion always.  

 


