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A Contemporary Melian Dialogue 

or On the HHS Mandate 

 

 The Catholic Church in the United States is a colony of the Holy See of Rome. They had 

refused to join the Secular empire like the other pro-life factions of Christendom, and at first 

remained neutral without helping either side politically; but afterwards, when the Secularists had 

brought force to bear on them by laying waste
1
 their moral high ground, they had become open 

enemies of the ruling Secularists.  

 

 Now the generals of the Secular empire commanded by the Obama administration and 

including Nancy Pelosi, Sandra Fluke, and bureaucrats in the Department of Human and Health 

services, encamped with the above force into Catholic territory, and before doing any harm to the 

hospitals and universities, first of all sent representatives to negotiate.  

 

 The Pro-lifers did not invite these representatives to speak before the people, but asked 

them to make the statement for which they had come in front of the governing body and the few. 

The Secularist representative Sandra Fluke of Students for Reproductive Justice then spoke as 

follows:  

 

 "They're evidently still afraid that it's going to get out there because Congresswoman 

Pelosi has called for a hearing on women's health this coming Thursday and now the Republican 

leadership is not allowing it to be televised. They say 'knowledge is power.' Evidently the 

                                                      
1 All italicized phrases are direct quotations from the Melian Dialogue in: 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, Trans. by Rex Warner, (London: Penguin Group, 1972), 400-408. 
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knowledge of how this will affect women is really powerful and really terrifying."
2
 So we are not 

to speak before the people, no doubt in case the mass of the people should hear once and for all 

and without interruption an argument from us which is both persuasive and incontrovertible, and 

should so be led astray. 

 

 The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops replied as follows:  

 

 “To force American citizens to choose between violating their consciences and forgoing 

their healthcare is literally unconscionable. It is as much an attack on access to health care as on 

religious freedom. Historically this represents a challenge and a compromise of our religious 

liberty," said representative Cardinal-designate Timothy Dolan.
3
 “The government," he 

continued "should not force Americans to act as if pregnancy is a disease to be prevented at all 

costs.”
4
 No one can object to each of us putting forward our own views in a calm atmosphere. 

That is perfectly reasonable. We will peacefully assemble a petition against the mandate, arm the 

laity with talking points, and encourage prayer and fasting for the sake of religious liberty and 

conscience rights. "We are also helping to organize public rallies, protests, and acts of civil 

disobedience."
5
 We see that you have come prepared to judge the arguments yourselves, and that 

the likely end of it all will either be war, if we prove that we are in the right, and so refuse to 

surrender, or else slavery. We will not settle for an accommodation because "the mandate is 

unjust. You don't adapt to injustice; you oppose it."
6
 

                                                      
2  The Young Turks with Cenk Uygur, "Cenk interviews Sandra Fluke, the woman Congress was afraid to let 
testify about access to contraception," YouTube, February 21, 2012. 
3 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, "U.S. Bishops Vow to Fight HHS Edict." 
4 Ibid.  
5 Fr. Frank Pavone, "No Compromise: The Mandate Has to Go, Period," Priests for Life. 
6 Ibid.  



Achtman 3 

 

 Secularists: If you are going to spend the time in enumerating your suspicions about the 

future, while remaining stuck in the Dark Ages, there is no point in our going on with this 

discussion. "The church was a wonderful institution, my parents said, but it was very old, and it 

sometimes took a while to catch up with the times. Kind of like the way Grandma still said 

'icebox' for 'refrigerator.' That was at least 40 years ago. Far from catching up with the times, the 

leadership of the Catholic Church is trying to drag the rest of us backward."
7
 We have observed 

that "they have this conscience thing.”
8
 It's high time you look at the facts and "preach what you 

practice."
9
 After all, "Among all women who have had sex, 99% have ever used a contraceptive 

method other than natural family planning. This figure is virtually the same, 98%, among 

sexually experienced Catholic women."
10

 

 

 Catholics: "If you take a second to think about it, it’s an obvious lie, one that just doesn’t 

pass the smell test. Anytime 98% of people supposedly agree on something, a red flag should go 

up. I mean, when you’re poll looks like the results from a Saddam Hussein election, you know 

you have problems."
11

 

 

 Secularists: Then we on our side will use no fine phrases saying, for example, that we 

have a right to our empire because we defeated the Church with the constitutional separation 

between Church and State,
12

 or that we have come against you now because of the injuries you 

                                                      
7 Joan Walsh, "Catholics need to preach what we practice," Salon, February 2, 2012. 
8 Billy Hallowell, "Nancy Pelosi on Abortion: Catholic Church‘s ’Conscience Thing’ Puts Women at Physical Risk," 
The Blaze, November 22, 2011. 
9 Walsh, "Catholics need to preach what we practice," February 2, 2012. 
10 Rachel K. Jones and Joerg Dreweke. "Countering Conventional Wisdom: New Evidence on Religion and 
Contraceptive Use." Guttmacher Institute.  
11 Glenn Beck, "No, 98% of Catholics do not use contraception," GlennBeck.com.  
12 Jefferson, Thomas. "Jefferson's Letter to the Danbury Baptists." Library of Congress, January 1, 1802. 
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have done us including, but not limited to abuse scandals, money-laundering, and discrimination. 

And we ask you on your side not to imagine that you will influence us by saying that you, though 

a colony of the Vatican, do not represent the ecclesiastical hierarchy in this culture war, or that 

you have never done the civic religion
13

 any harm. Instead we recommend that you should try to 

get what it is possible for you to get. Lower your standards and compromise. Accept our 

generous offer for religious accommodation and demonstrate some flexibility. The standard of 

justice depends on the equality of power to compel and that in fact the strong do what they have 

the power to do and the weak accept what they have to accept. "A state is a human community 

that (successfully) claims the monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force within a given 

territory."
14

 Anyone who has taken Intro to Comparative Politics knows that. 

 Catholics: Then in our view (since you force us to leave justice out of account and to 

confine ourselves to self-interest) - in our view it is at any rate useful that you should not destroy 

a principle that is to the general good of all men - namely that in the case of all who fall into 

danger there should be such a thing as fair play and just dealing, and that such people should be 

allowed to use and to profit by arguments that fall short of a mathematical accuracy. "We 

cannot," began the representative proponent of ordered liberty, "however, on the one hand appeal 

to the harm principle without conceding that humans are more than mere pleasure-calculators 

and enjoy a certain dignity that cannot be infringed upon. [...] On the other hand, if they choose 

to stay within the utilitarian paradigm, they cannot explain why humans should not, as a matter 

of principle, be harmed."
15

 One day you may face the threat of intimidation and coercion to 

                                                      
13 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract or Principles of Political Right, Translated by C.D.H. Cole. (Public 
Domain: The Constitution Society, 1762).  
14 Max Weber, Politics as a Vocation, Trans. and Ed. by H. H. Gerth and C. W. Mills, In From Max Weber: Essays in 
Sociology, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1976), 78.  
15 Samuel Gregg, On Ordered Liberty: A Treatise of the Free Society, (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2003), 20.  
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violate your own consciences. The day may come when you intend to propagate your secularist 

doctrines to your children but cannot because the tables have turned and rendered you subjects of 

a theocracy. Respect the First Amendment.
16

 This is a principle which affects you as much as 

anybody, since your own fall would be visited by the most terrible vengeance and would be an 

example to the world. 

   

 Secularists: As for us, assuming that our empire does come to an end, we are not 

despondent about what would happen next. We figure "the worst that can come to [us] from it is 

to die and go to hell, but how many others are dead! And there are so many good men in hell!"
17

  

So far as this point is concerned, you can leave it to us to face the risks involved. We have 

billions of dollars to fund our political campaigns. It is for your own good that you do what we 

say. Fear not, we are the government and we are here to help civil society. We do not want any 

trouble in bringing you into our empire, into communion with the civil religion. 

 

 Catholics: And how could it be just as good for us to be slaves as for you to be the 

masters? It has been said, "Of all tyrannies, a tyranny exercised for the good of its victims may 

be the most oppressive. It may be better to live under robber barons than under omnipotent moral 

busybodies. The robber baron’s cruelty may sometimes sleep, his cupidity may at some point be 

satiated; but those who torment us for our own good will torment us without end for they do so 

                                                      
16 The First Amendment says: "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances."  
The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States of America. Washington, D.C.: Cato 
Institute, 2002. 
17 From Callimaco's Monologue in:  
Niccolò Machiavelli, Mandragola, Translation, Introduction, and Notes by Mera J. Flaumenhaft, (Long Grove, 
Illinois: Waveland Press, Inc., 1981), 39.  



Achtman 6 

 

with the approval of their own conscience. They [are] likelier to make a Hell of earth."
18

 As a 

representative of our Mormon ally has observed, "I don't think Hilary Clinton's State Department 

is there to help the Catholic Church. Call me crazy."
19

 

 

 Secularists: You, by giving in, would save yourselves from disaster; we by not destroying 

you, would be able to profit from you.  

 Catholics: The Church is not a congregation of partisans, but is concerned with a truth 

that transcends ideology.  

 

 Secularists: No, you are with us or against us. It is not so much the substance of your 

hostile dogmatic precepts that injures us; it is rather the case that, if we were on friendly terms 

with you, our subjects (especially key voting blocs) would regard our negotiations with the Holy 

See as a sign of weakness in us, whereas your subordinated position and your hatred is evidence 

of our power.  

 

 Catholics: Is that your subjects' idea of fair play - that no distinction should be made 

between practicing Catholics who treasure the gift of their conscience and people like feminists, 

socialists, postmodernists, and naive and readily corruptible undergraduates who are mostly your 

own colonists or else rebels whom you have conquered?  

 

 Secularists: Those are trivial distinctions. By conquering you we shall increase not only 

                                                      
18 David Theroux, "C.S. Lewis on Tyranny “for the Good” of Its Victims," Independent Institute: The Beacon Blog. 
19 Glenn Beck, "Catholics Under Attack," GBTV, March 13, 2012.  
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the size but the security of our empire. We rule the legislature, the judiciary, the treasury and you 

are weaker, controlling only doctrine, confessionals, and collection baskets.  

 Catholics: But do you think that there is no security for you in what we suggest? For here 

again, since you will not let us mention justice, but tell us to give in to your interests, we, too, 

must tell you what our interests are and, if yours and ours happen to coincide, we must try to 

persuade you of the fact. And so let us examine the facts: "The Catholic Church has perhaps the 

most extensive private health-care delivery system in the nation. It operates 12.6 percent of 

hospitals in the U.S., according to the Catholic Health Association of the U.S., accounting for 

15.6 percent of all admissions and 14.5 percent of all hospital expenses, a total for Catholic 

hospitals in 2010 of $98.6 billion. Whom do these hospitals serve? Catholic hospitals handle 

more than their share of Medicare (16.6 percent) and Medicaid (13.65) discharges, meaning that 

more than one in six seniors and disabled patients get attention from these hospitals, and more 

than one in every eight low-income patients as well. Almost a third (32 percent) of these 

hospitals are located in rural areas, where patients usually have few other options for care."
20

 We 

will not bow down to you and we reserve tribute for our God. We are firm in our convictions and 

"consider our liberties in the light of an inheritance. Always acting as if in the presence of 

canonized forefathers, the spirit of freedom, leading in itself to misrule and excess, is tempered 

with an awful gravity."
21

 

                                                      
20 Edward Morrissey, "Obama Risks $100 Billion If Catholic Hospitals Close: Bishops May Close Facilities Rather than 
Bend to Contraception Dictate," The Fiscal Times, March 1, 2012.  
21 Edmund Burke, "Inherited Property," from Reflections on the Revolution in France, notes by Edmund Burke, 
Penguin Books, Ltd., 1968, 119-121. 

http://www.chausa.org/Pages/Newsroom/Fast_Facts/
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 Secularists: As a matter of fact we are not so much frightened of other churches and sects 

that are more readily "blown here and there by every wind of teaching."
22

 We are more 

concerned about you traditionalists who are not subdued by our impositions or constraints. We 

are perplexed by your superstition, as though your creed were "an ever-fixed mark/That looks on 

tempests and is never shaken."
23

 

 

 Catholics: We who are still free would show ourselves great cowards and weaklings if we 

failed to face everything that comes rather than submit to slavery. 

 Secularists: No, not if you are sensible. 

 

 Catholics: Yet we know that in war fortune sometimes makes the odds more level than 

could be expected from the difference in the numbers of the two sides. Did not the Lord's 

providence keep Moses' hands raised so that the Israelites could conquer Amalek in battle?
24

 

And did not the Lord's providence save Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from King 

Nebuchadnezzar's blazing furnace because they were "willing to give up their lives rather than 

serve or worship any god except their own God."
25

And if we surrender, then our hope is lost at 

once, whereas, so long as we remain in action, there is still a hope that we may yet stand 

upright.  

 Secularists: Hope, that brilliant campaign slogan! Know that your faith will cost you.  

Don't miss the chance to redeem yourselves by having your head in the clouds with greater 

                                                      
22 Ephesians 4:14. All subsequent scripture verses are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 1989, by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches. 
23 William Shakespeare, Sonnet 116, http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/sonnet/116. 
24 Exodus 17.  
25 Daniel 3.  
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concern for a possible next life more than this certain present one. Prophecies and oracles [...] 

lead men to ruin.  

 Catholics: We cannot rival your power or wealth. Nevertheless, we trust "God's 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.
26

 

Truth always triumphs. We ask ourselves: "Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? [...] "For your 

sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."
27

 

 

 Secularists: Jesus loves us as much as he loves you. Your piety might gain you favour 

with God but not with us. Our opinion of the gods and our knowledge of men lead us to conclude 

that it is a general and necessary law of nature to rule whatever one can. You want safety, 

comfort, and protection but lack the wherewithal to defend yourselves. Come into the real world.  

 

 Catholics: Martyrs will die for the faith. And our Muslim and Jewish allies will come to 

our aid to defend religious liberty since we all treasure our freedom of conscience.  

 Secularists: We are not afraid of you. Your chief points are focused on what you expect 

may happen in the future, while your actual resources are too scanty to give you a chance of 

survival against the forces that are opposed to you at the moment. Consider the declining church 

                                                      
26 1 Corinthians 1:25.  
27 Romans 8:35-40.  
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participation, the scandals, the lack of vocations, and the forces of secularism, relativism, 

postmodernism, and atheism. You are fighting a losing battle and should concede to the 

Secularist empire now with your tacit agreement or else soon under our direct compulsion. 

 

 The Secularists then withdrew from the discussion. The Catholics, left to themselves, 

reached a conclusion which was much the same as they had indicated in their previous replies. 

Their answer was as follows:  

 

 'Our decision, Secularists, is just the same as it was at first. We are not prepared to give 

up in a short moment the liberty that we have enjoyed for more than two hundred years under the 

American Constitution and fought to preserve for the past two millennia. We place our faith in 

God and in His providence that has always been there and always ultimately will be there. But 

we invite you to allow us to be friends of yours and enemies to neither side, to make a treaty 

which shall be amenable to both you and us, and so to leave our country. 

 The Catholics made this reply, and the Secularists, just as they were breaking off the 

discussion, said: Well, at any rate, you seem to us quite unique in your ability to consider the 

future as something more certain than what is before your eyes and to see uncertainties as 

realities, simply because you would like it to be so. You're completely deluded.  

 The Secularist representatives then went back to the Obama administration and to its 

allies to inform them that the Catholics would not submit.  

 Then, the Secularist empire proceeded with their assault on conscience rights and 

religious liberty and Francis Cardinal George's prediction: “I expect to die in bed. My successor 
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will die in prison, and his successor will die a martyr in the public square,”
28

 was considered 

prophetic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
28 Ben Johnson, "Cardinal George: All Catholic hospitals will close in two years under HHS mandate," Lifesite News, 
February 27, 2012.  
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